Introduction to Netscape Composer

Edward Docktor - CIT Web Developer, x-6673

(for more info please see http://facweb.furman.edu/~pecoy/mfl195/composer/)

Purpose of this class: to familiarize the user with the Internet and to create and publish a personal web page to the World Wide Web using Netscape Composer.
Intro: What is the Internet?

The Internet is made up of millions of computers linked together around the world in such a way that information can be sent from any computer to any other 24 hours a day. 

These computers can be in homes, schools, universities, government departments, or businesses small and large. They can be any type of computer and be single personal computers, or workstations on a school or a company network. 

The Internet is often described as 'a network of networks' because all the smaller networks of organizations are linked together into the one giant network called the Internet. All computers are pretty much equal once connected to the internet, the only difference will be the speed of the connection which is dependent on your Internet Service Provider and your own modem. 

Web sites are viewed through a computer program called a "browser" ("TRANSLATOR") such as Internet Explorer or Netscape Communicator. When your browser connects to a web site, the web site sends your browser code in the form of html, and this code is "rendered" (or "made visible") in your browser in the form of pictures, text, links, etc.  

You can see the code (written in HTML language) behind every web page by clicking View/Source.

But we won't really be talking about HTML code specifically today- today we'll concentrate on using Netscape Composer to generate the web page for us.

1 - What is a Web Site? - a combination of images, text and links that resides on the World Wide Web and can be viewed by anyone with Internet access.

a- Purpose: personal web pages, company web pages, e-commerce

b- Structure: navigation (links) and content (writing/images)

c- Links (why its called the "web")

d- Graphics- early text-only Internet vs. graphical WWW

e- Where do sites live?   - what is a server?

f- Website Publishing (local computer vs. remote server) 

2 - How do we create and edit web pages?
a- HTML (language): hand coding vs. Web Editors
b- Composer- how does it work (like word processor)

3- Modifying an existing document

a- Click on your Netscape/Mozilla Icon, and choose “Composer” 

b- Click on “File > Open Page” and choose  C:\Composer_Test\test.html

c- Switch header image from University College to Arts & Sciences

d- Switch image from fall folliage to “students.jpg”

e- Change the background of the page from “blue_background” to “red_background”

f- Remove the text below the images and type in an introductory paragraph about yourself in Times New Roman font, size 12.

g- Make the “Department Home” link in the left go to your department’s home page

h- Change the “About University College” test to underlined, italicized, Times New Roman, size 14, red color.

i- Under this text, make a bulleted list of your three favorite hobbies. Make each item a link to an html page of the same name (ex: “Chess” would link to “chess.html”)

j- In the cell to the right of this page, add any image you wish.

Having edited a prexisting page, we will now create our own web page
 
PLEASE NOTE: To avoid writing over any html files currently living in your home directory, please call your home page "test_site.html"  

We will save our test_site.html page in the folder already on your pc, called “C:\ Composer_Test\

4- Creating a new web page: (when in doubt, use right-click)
a- Create a basic page table:

1- Click the "TABLE" icon

2- Change table width to "700" and units to "pixels"

3- Click OK

Now we want to make the table cells the proper size:

1- Right click inside left cell

2- Click "Table Properties"

3- Select "cell" tab

4- Enter 150 pixels for width

5- Click OK

6- Right click inside right cell

7- Click Table Properties

8- Select "cell" tab

9- Enter 550 pixels for width

10- Click OK

b- Background colors:

1- Right click inside left cell

2- Click Table properties

3- Select "cell" tab

4- Click in "cell background" box

5- Click on blank looking button - a palette of colors will appear.

6- Select the background color for your left (navigation) cell. Avoid dark blue since links in your leftnav will be dark blue as well and would be hard to read with a dark blue background.

7- Repeat steps 1-6 for the right cell. The text of your site will go here so choose a background color on which text will be easily visible.

c- Entering text

1- Create a page header:

2- Start typing in your right (content) cell.

3- Highlight text and change font accordingly - (size, font, bold, underline, etc)

4 Change size of text to a few units small and type your content text. Remember to use the "ordered list" and "bulleted list" icons to separate lists.

d- Entering links

1- Right click on right cell and type name of links:  "About Me", "Pictures", "Links", etc….

2- Hightlight the first line of text and click on "LINKS" icon in the top panel.

3- Specify where you want that linked text to go (if you highligted "About Me" then call the page name "aboutme.html" etc)

4- Repeat steps 2-3 for all links that you have in the leftnav

e- Save our file

1- Click on "file" then "save as" and save our page as "test_site.html"

7 - Review of Basic Composer Techniques:

a- Typing text: don’t press Enter until you reach the end of the paragraph

b- Use mouse to position cursor just like Microsoft Word

c- You can always hit Edit/Undo if you make a mistake

d- Moving text- select it and move with mouse. 

e- Formatting text: see font type, font size, font style options in tool bar.

f- Use SpellCheck

g- Save often!

h- Browsing your document shows what it will look like when its on the web

i- Use "Help" if unsure

Once our site page are done, we proceed to the next step, migrating the site to the server:

8 – Publishing Your Site (Moving your site from your local PC to the web)

a- launch SSH Secure Shell File Transfer

b- Click “Quick Connect” button in the top left

c- Enter “crab.rutgers.edu” for hostname

d- Enter your crab email name for user name

e- At the prompt, enter your crab password

f- This will bring you to your home directory

g- Click on “html” or “public-html” to get into the proper folder for your site

h- Select a file in the left panel (your local drive), right click, and select upload

i- After uploading files, always check the live site on the Internet to confirm your files were migrated successfully.  Stay connected to SSH.

j- If given “You don’t have permission” error, right click on the file in the “remote server” panel on SSH.

k- After right clicking, click “properties” to view the file’s permissions.

l- The file should have permission code “755” which allows you (the “owner”) to read, write to, and execute the file. Everyone else (“group” and “other”) should only have “read” and “execute” permissions.

9- Internet Terms:

a- Internet:  A network of millions of computers linked together that allows users to send and receive information (graphics, text, video, audio etc) 24-hours a day. The Internet comprises several subgroups, including the graphically-enriched and most popular World Wide Web that most people are familiar with.

b- Server:  A large computer that hosts web sites. This computer can allow multiple users to access it and "surf" the site.

c- Browser: A computer program that receives web site code and reformats it into images, text and links, thus presenting the viewer a complete "site"

d- HTML-  "Hypertext Markup Language" - the language in which most websites are written. 

e- Website Publishing- The act of taking the files that compose a website from your desktop computer and putting them on a public server computer, so everyone on the Web can access your site.

f- Web Editor-  A program that allows users to build a website as if they were using a Word Processor-type program. Paragraphs and tables can be highlighted, dragged and dropped, changed etc. A Web Editor spares the user from writing HTML code by hand.

g- Directories-  Also know as "folders", directories simplify the file structure of a site, so not every file is grouped with every other one. For example, a site's image files are commonly put in a directory (or folder) called "images." 

h- Tables- Used very commonly on web pages, tables are structured like a chessboard and separate content on a web page. The most common table format is a table of two columns, in which one column holds the navigation links and the other column (usually much wider) holds the text content.

i- FTP - "File Transfer Protocol" - a method commonly used to "migrate" or "publish" (move) files from a computer sitting on the desktop to a publicly-accessable server on the World Wide Web.

