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Utilitarianism
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Ethical Formalism

Ethical Formalism
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The rightness of an action is determined by the
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Ethical Reasoning
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You are an off-duty officer who has just completed a three-mile
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Ethical Reasoning

Ethical Reasoning

A madman who has threatened to explode several bombs in
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Ethical Formalism
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Ethical Formalism
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Ethical Reasoning

	You are an off-duty officer who has just completed a three-mile run. You decide to cool off and rest under a big oak tree. You sit down under the tree and see a brown, leather wallet close by. Curiosity gets the best of you, and you open the wallet. Interestingly enough, you find credit cards, identification, and $3000 in cash. Nobody else is around. 

	What does utilitarianism tell you to do?

	What does ethical formalism tell you to do?
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Ethical Formalism

Ethical acts must be Freely Chosen: 

		Otherwise they are morally neutral
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ACT UTILITARIANISM

		Traditional utilitarianism

		pleasure is always good even if derived from a bad act

		good for society always prevails

		examples?
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RELIGION

		Divine Command Theory

		what is right is that which conforms to God’s will/Religious principles

		moral rules of right and wrong are provided by higher power

		The Golden Rule
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ETHICS OF CARE

		The morally correct action is one that is relational, contextual, and situational. It is guided by concerns for the welfare and well being of people over the principles of law
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	SIUATIONAL ETHICS

		Mix of ethical formalism and utilitarianism

		Concerned about just and useful actions

		care for people and respect rights to achieve favorable consequences for society!
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ETHICS OF VIRTUE

		Asks what is a good person

		act in such a way as to achieve “good” virtues, such as…….
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EGOISM

		Look out for Number 1!

		What is good is that which benefits he person performing the act; one should seek self fulfillment

		EXAMPLE - cannibalism

		we should naturally be selfish and self serving

		teleological theory
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A woman and her children are hiding in a cabin that is being attacked by an enemy group. If one of the babies starts crying, the family will be detected and all will probably be killed. One of the babies starts to cry. Should the woman suffocate the baby to save the rest of her children and herself? 
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You are on a lifeboat along with four others. You have only enough food and water to keep four alive for the several weeks you expect to be adrift until you float into a shipping lane where you can be discovered and rescued. You will all perish if the five of you consume the food and water. There is the suggestion that one of you should die so that the other four can live. 

		Would you volunteer to commit suicide?

		Would you vote to have one go overboard if you choose by straws?

		Would you vote to throw overboard the weakest and most sickly of the five? 
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RULE UTILITARIANISM

		concerned about the precedent set by the action and its long-term utility

		“as a rule, doing X would have to produce good consequences in the long run”

		A morally correct action produces a rule that maximizes pleasure over pain the the long run
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Hedonistic Utilitarianism

Utility is the only intrinsic good

		An action conforms to the principle of utility if and only if it is more productive of pleasure and more preventive of pain than any alternative.

		The basic and fundamental good is happiness
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Utilitarianism

For Bentham, the morally correct course of action is determined using the Hedonistic Calculus

Actions are evaluated according to:

Intensity - strength of pleasure or pain

Duration of pleasure/pain

Probability that actions will produce intended result

Long term consequences of an action
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Morally correct actions produce “the greatest balance of good consequences over bad consequences for the greatest number”
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JEREMY BENTHAM


1748-1832


Father of Utilitarianism 
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Ethical Formalism

Ethical acts/decisions: 

1. Conform to the Categorical Imperative

2. Result from respectful motives & good intentions

3. Are freely chosen
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Ethical Formalism

Hypothetical Imperative: 

		a command that applies, not unconditionally, but only under certain conditions, or given certain purposes. 

		“e.g., "If you want your car to last then change your oil frequently” The command is to change your oil. The condition is if you want your car to last
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Ethical Formalism

Respectful motives and Good Intentions: 

“Act in such a way that you always treat humanity, whether in your own person or that of another, never as a means...”

Avoid exploitation and sacrifice, treat people with dignity, regardless of what may be gained or lost

What is moral is acting “for the right reasons”



Gail A. Caputo 2004






_1186495579.ppt


Ethical Formalism

Categorical Imperative: 

A rule; a maxim

“Act only according to the maxim whereby you can at the same time will that it should become universal law”

An ethical action should have Universalizability
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“The only thing truly good is goodwill, and what is good conforms to the categorical imperative”
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IMMANEUL KANT


1724-1804
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Ethical Reasoning

	A madman who has threatened to explode several bombs in crowded areas has been apprehended. Unfortunately, he has already planted the bombs and they are scheduled to go off in a short time. It is possible that hundreds of people may die. The authorities cannot make him divulge the location of the bombs by conventional methods. He refuses to say anything and requests a lawyer to protect his fifth amendment right against self-incrimination. In exasperation, some high level official suggests torture. This would be illegal, but the official thinks that it is nevertheless the right thing to do in this desperate situation. Is doing this ethical? If yes, would it also be morally justifiable to torture the mad bomber's innocent wife if that is the only way to make him talk? Why?
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Deontological systems

the rightness of an act is intrinsic to the act itself

		ethical acts are determined by moral duty not consequences

		nonconsequentialist systems

		from deon; duty/obligation





?

How would you decide if it is ethical for a 

prison guard to do a favor for an inmate 

who is a leader among trouble making inmates 

and mail a letter even though his 

privilege was taken away?
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Ethical Formalism

		Deontological theory

		The rightness of an action is determined by the nature of the act itself

		A moral act is a fair and good act

		If an act is inherently “good” even if it results in “bad” consequences it can still be judged moral/morally correct
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Illustration of the theories







Gail A. Caputo 2004



CONSEQUENCES





                    ACTION





GOOD






BAD












GOOD





ETHICAL FORMALISM



UTILITARIANISM


ETHICAL FORMALISM








BAD


UTILITARIANISM


X







CONSEQUENCES


GOOD


BAD


GOOD


ETHICAL


FORMALISM


UTILITARIANISM


ETHICAL


FORMALISM


                    


ACTION


BAD


UTILITARIANISM


X





_1186495544.ppt


Utilitarianism

		Teleological theory

		Choose action that will bring the most benefit to all

		An act may look “bad” but if it can result in “good” consequences, the act is morally correct 	
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Illustration of Ethical Systems

TELEOLOGICAL SYSTEMS

DEONTOLOGICAL SYSTEMS

Egoism

Utilitarianism

Ethical Formalism

Religion

Virtue

Natural Law

Ethic of Care

Situational ethics
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Teleological systems

the rightness of an act depends on the consequences it is likely to produce not the goodness of the act itself

		consequentialist systems

		from telos; end/goal

		ethical acts produce good



?

How would you decide if it is ethical for a 

prison guard to do a favor for an inmate 

who is a leader among trouble making inmates 

and mail a letter even though his 

privilege was taken away?
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Ethical Systems



defined



Gail A. Caputo 2004






