Studying & Test Taking Guidelines
If you follow these four guidelines, your grades will go up and test anxiety will go down.

BUT, you must have the right attitude. You must really WANT to do well and master this material. If you are just going through the motions and dreading every minute of study time, you will never get it.

1. Summarize Notes Weekly
Summarize your class notes every week. As you summarize the notes, discard the information that is not needed. Condense the concepts you can. If there is anything in your notes that you do not understand or which seems incomplete review the PowerPoint slides, or go back to the book and make your notes complete and comprehensible. If you can’t find an answer, email me or ask me a question in the next class.

2. Work Problems Two Times

Work all problems in the PowerPoint slides and those done on the board in class and those in the review notes two times. 

3. Ask Why and How

As you work problems or review formats ask why and how one differs from another. For example, how is an unusual item reported on an income statement and how does it differ from reporting an extraordinary item?  Ask why the difference? What is the underlying logic?
4. Test Taking Strategy

a. Go to the end of the question and determine what it is asking for.

b. Write the appropriate equation or format.

c. Go back to the body of the question and find the facts needed to complete the equation or fill in the format.

d. Answer the question that was asked, not one you like better.

c. Make sure that if a journal entry is requested you provide one and not just the computations to make a journal entry.

d. For every calculation ask: IS THIS REASONABLE?

e. If you get stuck on a question, move onto another question. Do the easy questions first. Time management is very important in test taking.
f. Check your work. About 25% of exam points are lost due to silly mistakes.
