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   Abnormal Psychology

50:830:340

Spring, 2009
Instructor:     Barbara G Leavy, Ph.D.
          Office:

 307 Armitage
Days:
         Monday & Wednesday

          Office Hours:    Wed 12-1PM
Time:            1:20-2:40PM





  and by appt.

Classroom:   FA 110


         
           Office Phone:     (856) 225-6120
E-mail:         bgleavy@camden.rutgers.edu
          Class info: http://sakai.rutgers.edu 
_______________________________________________________________________________

Prerequisites:
An introductory course in psychology
Course Overview and Objectives:   

Welcome to Abnormal Psychology!
This course is designed to introduce you to the major topics in the study of abnormal behavior and psychopathology. An important goal of this course is for students to be able to describe and distinguish between the major psychological disorders as well as cultivate an awareness of the multitude of issues associated with psychological dysfunction.  Toward that goal, we will look at historical perspectives, methods of diagnosis/assessment, gender and cross cultural differences as well as ethical/ legal issues in psychopathology. Additionally, through case studies, video/film and examples, we will discuss etiology and treatment.   By the end of the course, students should have also developed a greater sensitivity for the way mental illness is viewed in today’s society and handled by the media. 
Required Readings:
-Durand, V.M. & Barlow, D.H. (2006). Essentials of Abnormal Psychology (4th edition).  Pacific Grove, CA: Wadsworth-Thomson Leaning.

-Oltmanns, T.F., Martin, M.T., Neale J.M., & Davidson, G.C. (2009) Case Studies in Abnormal Psychology (8th edition) Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley &Sons, Inc.
Other Required Readings and Materials:

Certain essay choices will require films and/or additional books from a pre-selected list. These are available at Amazon.com, or video/book stores.
Grading:  

Grades will be based upon performance on the following:


2Exams




20% each;  total 40%


 Final Exam:




25%


 Short paper/essay



20% 


 In-class assignments & participation

15%


Total:                                     

100%






Exams:

There will be three non-cumulative multiple-choice exams covering the readings, lectures and films/clips.  Each student’s lowest score (out of these three tests) will be dropped. If you miss an exam that is the one that will be dropped! There will be absolutely no make-ups for any of these three exams!! Therefore, missing more than 1 exam, for any reason, will hurt your grade. 
The final exam will be a partially cumulative multiple- choice exam with an emphasis on material following the 3rd exam.  Preparation for the final should include a review of all material
 ** Make-up final exam will only be offered to those who obtain prior permission from the instructor and who have a legitimate, documented excuse (e.g., serious illness, extremely serious family emergencies).   If you are unsure as to whether your situation “qualifies,” please check with the instructor immediately. Written documentation (e.g. a Dr. note on official stationery) is required.
Papers/Essay:

Students will be responsible for completing 1 writing assignment. This essay will encourage you to explore your thoughts and express your feelings, in writing, to various topics/issues covered in class.  Personal interpretation is strongly encouraged.  However, your essay must include clearly stated facts, drawn from the material in order to support your position or substantiate your reaction and conclusions
For each writing assignment:  there will be a choice(s) of topic and a deadline for that essay.
Essays should be between 3-4 pages, double spaced, 12-point non scripted font (eg. Times New Roman)
There will be 4 essay assignments, spread throughout the semester; each student has to turn in 1 of these essays.  
TURNING IN YOUR  PAPER: No late assignments will be accepted under any circumstances!!!. **HARD COPY AND ELECTRONIC COPY ( IN WORD) REQUIRED
**Hard copies of assignments must be handed in on the due date and will be accepted only at the beginning of the class period. Students may turn in assignments early.
**Electronic copies:  Assignments are due by midnight on the preceding day and are to be submitted via the Assignments tool in Sakai.

More on the Essays.
** A word of advice** By turning in your essay assignments by the 3rd due date…you will not need to worry if there is an unforeseen circumstance when the 4th assignment is due!!
 ** All papers will be submitted to: “Turnitin,” the University’s plagiarism detection service.
Grading rubric for essays
(1)Following the assignment- answering the question(s); following directions
(2)Accuracy of information – are the presented facts correct vs. incorrect

(3)Thoughtful/Reflective- amount of “consideration” given to the topic
(4) Clarity-Essays must contain clear and logical arguments with a conclusion. Make your point!
(5) Writing style- Essays need to be written with proper grammar and spelling and organization



APA style—including citations.

Writing Assistance:  Writing is an important part of this class and your grade.  students should direct questions or concerns  about writing to the Camden Learning Resource Center located in Room 23l Armitage or http://learn.camden.rutgers.edu.

In Class Assignments
There will be a number of in -class assignments primarily to help students best synthesize concepts. The in-class exercises will be short individual or small-group assignments given in a variety of formats which will be turned in during class and graded on a 3-point scale reflecting effort:  zero (0) will be given for missed or a clear lack of effort. In-class work can not be made up! 
General Class Policy
1. There will be no extra credit assignments.. don’t ask!!
2. Attendance is not required but is expected. Most classes include, discussions and/or exercises or films designed to increase your understanding of the material and insure your success in this class! Remember, there are no make-ups for in-class work and they are graded.  When you attend, you are expected to come on time, pay attention and participate for the entire time.  Should you need to leave early…be respectful of those around you and exit quietly If you miss class, you must arrange to get notes from another student, not from the instructor. It is your responsibility to stay on top of the material and any changes to the syllabus. Lecture notes will not be published. Some outlines may be made available. Please bring your copy of assigned readings to class; the text book is unnecessary. Recording of lectures is not permitted.
3. I believe that successful learning is interactive and this requires an atmosphere of mutual respect. Portions of the lectures, video clips/films, case studies, etc. involve material that is sensitive.  It is expected that you will be respectful during lecture or film presentations. Please refrain from side conversations or doing anything distracting.  There will be an appropriate time for questions and comments
4. Cell phones and other electronic devices should be on silent and out of sight when entering the classroom. Cell phones or any other electronic devices may NOT be out or in use during exams. Any exceptions must be resolved prior to class or an exam  with the instructor.

5. I am accessible—do not wait if you have concerns! Contact me via e-mail and/or set up an appointment to come see me. Communication is encouraged. This class will be most rewarding for you if viewed as a collaborative effort between the student and the instructor (in class and during office hours),
Final Grades Assignment 
( 90% = A

87-89.9% = B+
77-79.9% = C+
60-69.9% = D

80-86.9% = B

70-76.9% = C

<60%=F

Pass/no credit grading requires a final grade of C or better to qualify for a Pass.

Incompletes will be granted only under very unusual circumstances.

Disability accommodations:  Students who require any type of special accommodations for this course or its assignments or exams should obtain formal letter/statement from the Disability Services Coordinator and then contact the instructor as soon as possible. 

Academic dishonesty will NOT be tolerated. Academic dishonesty includes (but is not limited to) cheating on examinations or assignments and plagiarism.  Students caught participating in academic dishonesty will receive a score of zero on the relevant assignment. In addition, instances of academic dishonesty will be referred to the Scholastic Conduct Committee.  Sanctions for academic dishonesty range from failing an assignment to failing a course or expulsion from the University.
**The instructor reserves the right to make changes to the syllabus.  It is the responsibility of the student to be aware of any changes announced in class or posted.

	Week
	Date
	Topics
	Text

chapter
	Cases

Other readings
	Exam/Test

Essays

	1
	1/21
	Introduction/ Syllabus

What is Abnormal 
	Syllabus

1
	
	

	2
	1/26    
	Historical Context of abnormal behavior


	1
	
	

	
	1/28
	Etiology –Biological &  Psychological Contributions
	2 (to pg 57)


	
	

	3
	2/2
	Film: “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest”
	2 (57-72)
	
	

	
	2/4
	Film: “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest” 
	
	#20-Anti

Social
	

	4
	2/9
	Assessment/Diagnosis

  DSM
	3 (74-96)


	
	

	
	2/11
	Research Methods /Role  of Genetics
	3 (97-119)
	
	

	5
	2/16
	Test 1
	Study!


	
	EXAM ch 1-3

Case #20

film

	
	2/18
	Anxiety Disorders  
	4 (124-144)
	#2-PANIC
	

	6
	2/23
	Anxiety Disorders   
	4 (144-155)
	#3-PTSD


	

	
	2/25
	Anxiety Disorders   
	4 (155-168)
	#1-OCD
	

	7
	3/2         
	Mood Disorders-what are they
	6
	#7- Depression
	Essay 1 Due*

submit 2/22

   midnite

	
	3/4
	Mood Disorders-cause
	6
	#8- Bipolar


	

	8
	3/9
	Mood  Disorders/Suicide-treatment
	6
	
	

	
	3/11
	Test 2
	Study!
	
	EXAM Ch 4,6

Cases 1-3,7,8

	 9
	3/16-3/22
	SPRING BREAK
	
	
	


	Week
	Date
	Topics
	Text

chapter
	Cases

Other readings
	Exam/Test

Essays

	10
	3/23 
	Eating Disorders Anorexia/Bulimia

Film clips: “Dying to Be Thin”
	8-(299- 320)


	#17 and #16


	

	
	3/25
	Disorders of Gender (sexual)
	9-(345- 354


	#15 -Gender


	Essay 2 Due**

submit- 3/24

   midnite

	11
	3/30   
	Substance Related /Impulse

Control Disorders
	10
	#12-Alcohol
	

	
	4/1
	Substance Related /Impulse 
	10
	
	

	12
	4/6
	Personality Disorders
	11
	#19-Borderline
	

	
	4/8
	Personality Disorders
	11
	
	Essay 3 Due**

submit- 4/7

   midnite

	13
	4/13
	NO CLASS
	11
	# 18-Paranoid
	

	
	4/15
	EXAM 3 
	
	
	EXAM 3

 Ch 8-11

Cases10,15-19

	14
	4/20
	Dissociative Disorders

Schizophrenia
	5  191-   203


	#6-Multiple Personality


	

	
	4/22
	Schizophrenia & Psychotic Disorders
	12
	#10-Schizophrenia
	

	15 
	4/27
	Film: “A Beautiful Mind”
	12
	#11—Psychotic

Disorder
	Essay 4 Due**

submit- 4/26

   midnite

	
	4/29
	Film: “A Beautiful Mind” (con’t)

Psychopathology & the Media
	12
	
	

	16 
	5/4
	Ethical/Legal  Issues

Future directions
	14
	
	

	
	5/11
	Final Examination

     2:00-5:00PM
	Study!

all material
	
	*Review all* 

Ch 5,12,14

Cases 10,11,6
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