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Proposal:  Research on Regional Identity in Southern New Jersey

Throughout its history (Kirp, 1997) southern New Jersey has provided open space for development by people seeking escape from congestion and pollution in the city of Philadelphia and other urbanized areas.  Studies completed by the Forum for Policy Research in the 1980s (Kelly and Margolin, 1980;  Goertzel and Harrod, 1982) found that South Jersey residents valued the region primarily for its environmental attractiveness, its convenience to urban attractions, and the quality of life that it provided.  There is little doubt that these values continue to be central to South Jersey's identity.  

There is, however, a contradiction built into South Jersey's development pattern.  As more people move into South Jersey, the increased population density degrades the very environmental qualities that attracted them.  This has been a long historical pattern; the City of Camden, for example, began as a rural retreat for Philadelphia residents.  The solution has always been to move further and further out to escape congestion and urban problems.  This pattern may be reaching a limit as available land is filled and constraints are placed on development.  Pinelands protection legislation is strongly supported by South Jersey residents, yet it makes it difficult to build additional housing in the very areas that are most attractive to those seeking open space and natural surroundings.  People who have moved into areas on the fringe of suburban development want new schools and shopping facilities, yet they do not want to attract additional congestion.

Almost twenty years have passed since the Forum examined trends in South Jersey, so it seems a propitious time to take another look.  I would suggest the following research activities:

1. Collect and analyze statistical data on trends in employment, housing and other social factors, updating the data presented in Goertzel and Harrod (1982).  This will have to be updated later when 2000 census data become available, but there is good data available from sources that are updated annually.

2. Collect available survey data from the Eagleton Institute and other sources, updating the analysis done by Kelly and Margolin in 1980 with Eagleton data.  If possible, we will gain access to these data sets and do our own statistical analyses instead of relying on published reports.  This will enable us to compare South Jersey residents to residents of other regions of New Jersey. 

3. Conduct focus groups with South Jersey citizens and community leaders to probe their thoughts about South Jersey's regional identity and the way it should develop in the future

4. Develop a survey instrument and conduct a random sample survey of South Jersey residents.  We will choose from several possible methods, depending on the extent of cooperation that can be negotiated with others:  a)  we may be able to add some questions to an Eagleton survey, perhaps paying to have their sample size increased in South Jersey, b) we may contract with a professional survey research corporation to have their interviewers do interviews, c) we may be able to use students in graduate and undergraduate Research Methods classes to do interviews, d) we may hire and pay professional interviewers ourselves.  Very likely, some combination of these methods will be used.  The Principal Investigator has a great deal of experience in doing this kind of low budget survey research in South Jersey. 

Work Plan and Budget

1. The Principal Investigator, Ted Goertzel, will receive a $4,000 fellowship for the year.  He will supervise the project, including questionnaire development, data analysis, preparation of a final report and presentation of the results to interested constituencies.

2. A Graduate Assistant in the Masters of Public Administration program will be assigned to work on this project for the academic year.  Depending on his/her skills and interests, the graduate assistant will have a wide range of responsibilities, including:  a) gathering statistical data from available sources, b) organizing focus groups and recruiting participants, c) doing survey interviews and supervising interviewers, and d) data analysis and report writing

3. In addition to the stipends for the Principal Investigator and the Research Assistant, a fund of $15,000 will be available for:  a) the expenses of conducting focus groups, including payments to participants, b) sub-contracting to a research firm for interviews, c) recruiting and paying interviewers, d) coding and keypunching of interview data and e) other necessary expenses.   Some of this money will be used to pay for an undergraduate or graduate student assistant to work over the summer months.  An undergraduate student, Jason Leonardis, is available and well prepared to do this work. 

There is no time to gather the information needed to prepare a detailed budget, so we are asking the Institute to rely on the Principal Investigator's judgment in using this money effectively.  
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� The Eagleton Institute defines New Jersey's regions as follows:  South:  Atlantic, Burlington, Camden, Cape May, Cumberland, Gloucester, Ocean and Salem counties.  Central:  Hunterdon, Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth and Somerset counties.  North:  Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex and Warren Counties.





