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    				The thread that runs through my research projects concerns the way ideas and discourses gain currency in and become routinized by institutions—whether in school curricula, immigration laws, or new forms of elder care—and how people experience these institutionalized discourses and routines through their perspectives and bodily habits, which I term their repertoire.  This set of problems makes me focus on how change occurs in time, and all of my ethnographic work has a significant historical component, through archival work and oral history, an approach supported by my graduate training in folklore.  Secondly, these issues lead me to explore how some representations give legitimacy to some people and social arrangements as a way of understanding how social and political inequality is manifested in people’s everyday lives.
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