Chapter 6

Know the role of the prosecutor (its various names) and how discretion impacts this position.  Know the terms to describe prosecutors and their primary functions and responsibilities.  How does the courtroom workgroup impact the operations of the prosecutor’s office? Why and how are politics influential on the criminal process? 
Chapter 7

Know the role of the defense attorney and the various names used to describe the position. 

How does the courtroom workgroup impact how defense attorneys perform their job? When are criminal defendants entitled to legal representation? Know the relevant legal cases that have established law on 6th amendment issues.  How has the death penalty been affected by these legal rulings (i.e., rights to an attorney pre and post trial and effectiveness of counsel rulings)? What are the different systems we have to provide indigent clients with legal counsel?  Pros and cons of each? Describe the client-lawyer relationships.  Be able to connect the role of the attorney and the appeals process for death row inmates to the themes in the film Dead Man Walking.  
Chapter 8

Know the formal powers of the judge and the perks and frustrations associated with the position. What role does the judge play within the courtroom work group?

Know the formal judicial selection methods and pros and cons to each. Which method is most popular? Are any of the methods superior in terms of selecting “better” judges?

Be familiar with the personal profile of the typical judge? What do we know in terms of race and gender among judicial officers? What is judicial independence and why is it important? How does it affect judicial monitoring?  

Chapter 9

What are the typical traits and characteristics of most defendants and victims? Are they similar or different? Know the prior relationship between most victims and offenders and how it impacts criminal court processing.  Be familiar with historical and contemporary role victim’s play within the criminal justice process. What social factors and movements are attributed with their recent rise in prominence? How effective are victim centered reforms and policies such as, assistance and compensation programs? Know the strengths and weakness of these efforts. 

Chapter 10

How are crimes and victimizations measured? What is a Type I and Type II offense? 

What are the typical clearance/arrest rates for crime? What factors impact this? 

Know the four types of charging documents and when they are used.

Know what an initial hearing & an arraignment are. What are the differences between the two? 

What is a grand jury? When is it issued? How is it different than a trial jury or other functions within the court process? What powers does a grand jury possess?

Know the criminal justice wedding cake model and how it correlates to the court processing of criminal cases. 

