Trends in the Belief that Spanking is Sometimes Necessary
by Ted Goertzel
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There has been a slow and steady decline in the belief that spanking is sometimes necessary.  In 1986, 83.5% of the respondents to the general social survey agreed with this question.  By 2006, the percent agreeing had declined to 72.6%.  If the linear trend continues, by the year 2010 the percent will have declined to 69.3%.  
