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Brazilian Society

To be offered during the "Winterim" session on the Rutgers-Camden Campus.

Class meets December 23, 2003, and January 5-9 and 12-16, 2004

from 9:00 to 12:40 on the Rutgers University Campus in Camden.  Reading 

assignments  and Internet activities will be completed during the Holiday Break.
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"A country warmly hospitable and surprisingly violent, physically beautiful yet on the verge of ecological disaster, fabulously rich and appallingly poor - these are the contrasts Joseph Page explores in The Brazilians, a monumental book on one of the most colorful and paradoxical places on earth."  (and one of the texts for the course on Brazilian Society).

For more information, contact the instructor, Professor Ted Goertzel. at:

goertzel@camden.rutgers.edu
Dr. Goertzel is the author of a biography of Brazil's former president, sociologist Fernando Henrique Cardoso.  Information on his work is available at:

http://crab.rutgers.edu/~goertzel/fhc.htm
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Why Learn About Brazil?


With over 170,000,000 people, Brazil is the largest society in South America, just as the United States is in North America.


The United States has over $36 billion dollars of direct foreign investment in Brazil, and investment has grown rapidly over the last decade.


Brazil is an important trading partner of the United States, and an important participant in global economic affairs.


Brazil's population is racially diverse, with a large population of African descent, and racial patterns are quite different from those in the United States.  Brazil offers a different model of race relations.


Under the leadership of  Luis Inácio Lula da Silva, the new Workers Party president, Brazil is attempting innovative initiatives in social reform that may be a model for other countries.


This course is part of a Minor in Latin American Studies that helps prepare students for the teaching profession, whether in Spanish, history, or social studies.








Brazil is important for its contributions to global civilization in cinema, art, architecture, music, literature and sports.


Brazil has many social problems in common with the United States such as crime, violence, poverty, drug wars, racial inequalities, threats to native peoples.  


Brazil has many important natural areas, including the Amazon basin and the Pantanal, that are critical for the health of the planet.
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