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REVIEW QUESTIONS

Based on the first part of this exercise, answer True or False to the following items:

Scientific explanations aiways involve discovering rules that are always and
everywhere true. T F

Social scientists generally study aggregates, not individuals. T F

in the United States, having large numbers of children seems to be getting
less popular over time. T F

All aggregate data is ecological data. T F

States with larger average family household sizes do not tend to have higher
birth rates. T F

All quantitative data was first qualitative data. T F

MICROCASE QUESTIONS

You will need to use the Student MicroCase software for the remainder of the questions.
Make sure you have already gone through the Getting Started section that appears
before the first exercise. If you have any difficulties using the software to obtain the
appropriate information, or if you want to learn additional features of the UNIVARIATE or
MAPPING tasks, use the on-line help (F1).

It would be interesting to see how World Values Survey results compare to (U.S. only) General Social
Survey results on the question of what is the ideal number of children to have. Let’s find out!

» Data File: GSS (1)
» Task: Univariate
» Primary Variable: 9) IDEAL#CHL
» Subset Variable: 1) YEAR
» Subset Categories: Include: 1998
> View: Pie

To select this pie using MicroCase, make sure you have DISK ONE in your computer, open
the GSS file (after starting MicroCase, if necessary), open the STATISTICS MENU, select the
UNIVARIATE task and then select 9) IDEAL #CHL as the primary variable and 1) YEAR as
the subset variable. Select 1998 as the year to include. Click [OK].

a. Now write in the percentages from the 1998 General Social Survey that we obtained previously.
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0-1 %
2 %
3-4 %
5+ %

» Data File. WORLDVALUES (2)
» Task: Univariate
» Primary Variable: 9) IDEAL FAM
» View: Pie

Note that if you are running the network version of Student MicroCase, or running the soft-
ware from the CD-ROM, you will need to exit MicroCase, replace DISK ONE with DISK TWO,
restart MicroCase, and open WORLDVALUES as the new data file. Then switch to the
STATISTICS MENU, select the UNIVARIATE task, and then select 9) IDEAL FAM as the primary
variable.

b. Write in the question here, exactly as it appears:

¢ Fillin the percentages that appear in the pie for each of the categories below.

0~1 %
2 %
3~4 %
5+ Yo

d. Are the results from the 1998 General Social Survey and from the World Values Survey
(1990-1993) very different? if so, how? Do the results of this comparison surprise you? Why or
why not?
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2. Now, let's look at variable 9 in the World Values Survey again, but this time only for married people.

Data File:

Task:

Primary Variable:

» Subset Variable:
» Subset Category:
» View:

WORLDVALUES
Univariate

9) IDEAL FAM
5) MAR. STATS
include: Married
Pie

Note that you must select a new data file—WORLDVALUES.

Fill in the percentages that appear in the pie for each of the categories below.

5+

Y%

Y%

Yo

%

Now, find out how many children the married respondents to the World Values Survey have actually

had!

Data File:

Task:

» Primary Variable:

» Subset Variable:
» Subset Category:
> View:

WORLDVALUES
Univariate

7) HAD CHILD
5) MAR. STATS
Include: Married
Pie

You do not need to reselect the subset variable and category. Just select the new primary
variable and the results remain restricted to the Married subset, since you have not exited
the task, deleted the subset variable, or cleared all of the variables.

‘Write in the question here, exactly as it appears:
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b. Fillin the percentages that appear in the pie for each of the following categories.

0-1 Y%
2 Yo
3-4 %
5+ Y%

c. Compare these results with the results from Question 2. For these married World Values Survey
respondents, as a group, how does the desired number of children compare with the number of children
they actually had? How might you explain the differences between these two sets of percentages?

4.  One problem with interpreting the above results may be that many respondents, though married, are
young and have simply not had time to have the number of babies they want to have. Let's look at
this by only exanihing respo\ndents who are likely to have had all the children they wish to have—
those 40 yearsof ageandup, ™™ ——

Data File: WORLDVALUES
Task: Univariate

Primary Variable: 7) HAD CHILD

Subset Variable 1: 5) MAR. STATS
Subset Category 1: Include: Married

» Subset Variable 2: 3) AGE
» Subset Categories 2: Exclude; 16-17, 18-25, 26-29, 30-39
» View: Pie

i you are continuing from the last item, you now only need to add another subset variable
3) AGE. This time, choose the [Exclude] option when the “Subset By Categories” box pops
up, and exc/ude categories 1617, 18-25, 25-29, and 30-39.
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